
Table B-13.  Female graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in all institutions,
by detailed field: 1990-97
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Field 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

..................................Total, all surveyed fields 176,500 186,364 199,398 209,947 216,169 220,326 222,481 222,683

............Total, science and engineering fields 133,741 140,852 150,247 156,597 159,131 160,214 161,734 162,029

.............................................Sciences, total 119,069 125,137 133,014 138,905 141,082 142,200 143,482 143,314

..............................Physical sciences, total 8,068 8,564 8,844 9,202 9,159 9,090 9,052 8,851
................................................Astronomy 165 172 186 198 223 223 227 208

.................................................Chemistry 5,868 6,262 6,562 6,852 6,841 6,835 6,847 6,728
.....................................................Physics 1,913 1,980 1,943 1,976 1,908 1,835 1,809 1,744

..........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 122 150 153 176 187 197 169 171

...............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 4,119 4,455 4,858 5,060 5,353 5,469 5,494 5,457
..............................Atmospheric sciences 185 190 241 225 242 237 234 263

............................................Geosciences 1,922 2,008 2,077 2,110 2,235 2,298 2,332 2,311
.........................................Oceanography 781 846 959 1,004 1,107 1,094 1,059 1,043

...........Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 1,231 1,411 1,581 1,721 1,769 1,840 1,869 1,840

...............................Mathematical sciences 6,199 6,298 6,549 6,638 6,535 6,261 6,221 5,884

....................................Computer sciences 8,199 8,270 8,455 8,422 8,085 8,126 8,790 9,877

..................................Agricultural sciences 3,335 3,567 3,768 4,088 4,288 4,432 4,412 4,533

............................Biological sciences, total 23,042 24,135 25,475 27,053 28,155 28,846 28,768 28,622
...................................................Anatomy 458 501 493 493 525 507 525 514

............................................Biochemistry 2,065 2,131 2,218 2,331 2,382 2,407 2,283 2,171
.....................................................Biology 5,949 6,212 6,579 6,807 6,744 6,889 7,124 7,273

.............................Biometry/epidemiology 997 1,112 1,328 1,526 1,586 1,673 1,774 1,781
................................................Biophysics 164 182 202 226 218 241 244 216

......................................................Botany 1,072 1,067 1,054 1,094 1,164 1,144 1,110 1,119
..............................................Cell biology 1,120 1,281 1,406 1,572 1,730 1,793 1,825 1,890

....................................................Ecology 469 518 589 664 745 774 768 792
..........................Entomology/parasitology 358 341 354 400 417 414 424 410

...................................................Genetics 727 759 842 932 912 882 901 959
...........Microbio., immunology, & virology 2,320 2,352 2,366 2,468 2,509 2,481 2,457 2,423

....................................................Nutrition 2,941 2,920 2,951 3,144 3,480 3,729 3,628 3,412
.................................................Pathology 578 624 647 741 782 780 809 832

..........................................Pharmacology 1,024 1,130 1,181 1,241 1,346 1,305 1,286 1,220
................................................Physiology 933 966 951 983 986 1,058 981 934

....................................................Zoology 835 884 828 860 876 866 820 756
...................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 1,032 1,155 1,486 1,571 1,753 1,903 1,809 1,920

................................................Psychology 32,345 34,787 36,834 37,990 38,138 37,764 37,806 37,643

.................................Social sciences, total 33,762 35,061 38,231 40,452 41,369 42,212 42,939 42,447
.............................Agricultural economics 599 636 712 750 748 783 710 688

...............Anthropology (cultural & social) 3,791 3,953 4,247 4,392 4,593 4,553 4,686 4,500
...............Economics (except agricultural) 3,374 3,559 3,802 3,856 3,793 3,876 3,783 3,506

...............................................Geography 1,204 1,318 1,431 1,582 1,598 1,585 1,561 1,625
................................................Linguistics 2,006 1,913 1,996 2,020 2,066 2,000 2,023 1,974

.......................................Political science 13,157 13,736 14,971 15,756 15,584 15,950 15,632 15,384
.................................................Sociology 4,279 4,612 5,150 5,568 5,740 5,783 5,785 5,831

............................Sociology/anthropology 681 489 534 512 591 554 541 571
..............................Social sciences, other 4,671 4,845 5,388 6,016 6,656 7,128 8,218 8,368

.........................................Engineering, total 14,672 15,715 17,233 17,692 18,049 18,014 18,252 18,715
..............................Aerospace engineering 289 327 348 357 358 351 352 371
.............................Agricultural engineering 101 125 144 151 200 202 210 218
.............................Biomedical engineering 547 588 617 698 697 726 733 826

................................Chemical engineering 1,146 1,257 1,394 1,499 1,526 1,561 1,642 1,709
........................................Civil engineering 2,689 3,102 3,654 3,858 4,211 4,232 4,300 4,159

................................Electrical engineering 3,715 3,871 4,293 4,322 4,104 4,095 4,129 4,459
..................................Engineering science 299 288 305 304 306 297 295 278

....................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 2,137 2,355 2,655 2,593 2,795 2,755 2,714 2,610
.............................Mechanical engineering 1,442 1,511 1,698 1,774 1,823 1,677 1,636 1,779

.......................Metallurgical/materials eng. 893 987 1,069 1,027 1,069 1,059 1,060 1,094
...................................Nuclear engineering 155 177 186 185 153 145 153 143

.....................................Engineering, other 1,259 1,127 870 924 807 914 1,028 1,069

.........................................Total, health fields 42,759 45,512 49,151 53,350 57,038 60,112 60,747 60,654
................................................Clinical fields 922 1,131 1,419 1,544 1,740 1,761 1,738 2,011

...........................................Dental sciences 279 299 349 349 380 432 460 541
........................................................Nursing 20,177 20,884 22,045 23,496 25,491 26,744 25,623 24,647

.............................Pharmaceutical sciences 1,141 1,239 1,183 1,279 1,310 1,346 1,411 1,525
.......Preventive medicine/community health 4,993 5,158 5,403 6,084 6,351 6,660 6,294 5,993

........................Speech pathology/audiology 7,618 8,237 9,014 9,884 10,538 11,109 11,931 12,245
.....................................Veterinary sciences 388 366 406 407 408 439 441 589

........................................Other health fields 7,241 8,198 9,332 10,307 10,820 11,621 12,849 13,103

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/SRS, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering


